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Chapter Wives & Widows Club 
2010 Meeting Dates 

2 MAR:  Vintages 
6 APR:  Chaps Coffee Co. & Good Eats 
4 MAY:  High Tea 
1 JUN:    Arbor Crest Wine Cellars Cliff Hs. 
6 JUL:   Dockside, CDA Resort 
3 AUG:  Harvest House 
7 SEP:   Steam Plant Grill 
5 OCT:  Maggieôs South Hill Grill 
2 NOV:  Christ Kitchen 
7 DEC:  PF Changôs China Bistro 

BRING SOMETHING TO THE  
 25 APRIL SOCIAL FOR  

 SUPPORT THE TROOPS 
 

2010 Chapter Socials 
21 MAR-  Northern Quest Casino 
25 APR - Mukogawa Ft. Wright      
13 JUN -  Bob & Margaret Imle’s 
12  SEP -To be determined 
17  OCT - To be determined 
  5  DEC  - Mukogawa Ft Wright   

5 Star Chapter Presidentôs Message 
 By Ralph Shrigley 

 
The June social will be 13 June (instead of 6 June). Please see Page 2 for details. 

 
Thanks to everyone who attended the 21 March social at Northern Quest Casino.  We all 
enjoyed a bit of additional exercise since our meeting room was in the newly-opened ca-
sino hotel rather than near the casino itself, as in the past.  After an excellent lunch pro-
vided by the hotel, guest speaker Richard Cesler, Director of the Washington State Veter-
ans Cemetery in Medical Lake, Washington, gave  an informative presentation on the his-
tory of how the cemetery site was selected and acquired, along with plans for the first 
phase of development.  The opening ceremony will be 31 May 2010 with initial internments 
beginning immediately thereafter. To participate with the Ladies and Gentlemen of the 
Washington State Veterans Cemetery, please contact Beth Ann Daigre at (509) 921-9581.  
For information on the cemetery or pre-registration, contact Rich at (509) 244-8351. 
 
Our 36th Anniversary social will be at Mukogawa on 25 April. This is where we honor those 
who have died in the past year, plus Charter members, Past Presidents and Auxiliary mem-
bers. We hope to see you there to honor those who have brought us to where we are.  Did 
you know we currently have four past presidents on the board?  Talk about bench strength! 
 
Good news, bad news. First the bad news. Regretfully, Board Member Dean Thie has re-
signed for health reasons. The good news is that he will continue to serve as the Email 
Newsletter Coordinator.  Dean ensures that those who elect to receive the Newsletter by 
email do so in a timely manner, and he also represents a powerful tool in making our 
voices heard.  We have the ability to send out requests for urgent legislative action to 300 
active, knowledgeable voters who have a strong interest in national security and troop wel-
fare issues.  Now that represents òOne Mighty Voice.ó Dean, thanks for your board ser-
vice and for your continuing contribution to the chapter. 
 
Finally, a word about this Newsletter.  It represents the main thread the board uses to com-
municate with the membership on social events, legislative activities and other important 
matters. But it is also your newsletter.  I know we have writers among the chapter member-
ship and I encourage you to submit articles that may be of interest to our members.  



 
 

Our Hat Is Off to: 

 
 
Legislative Letters: 393 sent from board meetings and socials in 2010.  

Member  
Recruiters 

Chapter YTD 
2010 

Give Me 10 YTD 
2010 

Marilyn Hunt  1 

TOTALS 1 1 
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Now Hear This! 

We are a 5 Star Chapter proudly serving northeast Washington and north Idaho for 35 years! 

Widows and Wives Club 
By Beth Ann Daigre  

 

On 2 March, we met for lunch at Vintages on the South Hill. 
The food was so delicious and we just enjoyed being to-
gether, laughing and talking. One lady who is newer to the 

Spokane area said she is learning her way 
around and getting to know other women in 
the MOAA Chapter. Although she wasn't an 
officer's wife during the active duty years, 
she was during his retirement years. There 
are a few of us wives who did not have the 
good fortune to travel around the world with 

our husbands, but many of us took care of the man we loved 
when he was ill or injured. We love our country all the more 
because of the privilege of being married to these men. 
 
The Widows and Wives Club is now at 30 members and the 
membership is about 50% Wives and 50% Widows. Want to 
join us? Next luncheon is April 6, 2010 at 1 PM at Chaps 
Coffee Company, 4237 S. Cheney-Spokane Road. To re-
serve your seat at the table please call Diane Gorton (509) 
467-6138. We are excited to go to Chaps, as it has gotten lots 
of rave reviews. One of our faithful members drives from 
Newport (1.5 hours) to break bread with us. So those of you 
in Idaho, please know we wish that you, too,  would make the 
drive to join in our socializing. Also, we are now each bringing 
a few items for the food bank. Shirley Melges collects our 
donations and delivers them. Although our ladies are receiv-
ing retirement pay, SBP, SS etc., there are many in our region 
who have no income at all. This is just one small thing we can 
do for the less fortunate.  

Spokane Chapter, MOAA  

2008 First Prize Winner  

 

Chapter Website &  

Best Legislative Coverage for 

Website  

Idaho Veterans License Plates 
When you purchase an Idaho Veterans license plate representing one 
of the five military services, $15 from the purchase of each new plate 
and $5 dollars from each renewal goes directly to support the operation 
and maintenance of the Idaho Veterans cemetery located in Boise. 

NEED a RIDE to a SOCIAL? 
Idaho: 
Richard Oates  208-777-2671      
Ralph Shrigley  208-623-2671 
Washington: 
Clif Collier  509-443-6490   
Floyd Geiger  509-328-4483 
Chuck Latimer  509-326-2978 
Ed Parker  509-891-6380  
Clinton Piper  509-747-9305 

Chapter Website Links: Chapter members who have a website can 
purchase a link to it on the chapter website. Cost is  $240 per year. Call 
Beth Ann Daigre at (509) 921-9581. 

Change of Picnic Date 
 

The chapter picnic will be Sunday, 13 
June, next to the pool at the Imle’s 
hacienda in northeast Spokane. Mark 
your calendars now. And arrive pre-
pared to feast on a buffet set up by 

Kicker Catering, the same folks who 
provided our fabulous luncheon at the 
Bayview (Idaho) Community Center 
last summer.    

Uncle Sam Wants You  

 

Or maybe we should say your spouse 
does. Are you a Regular Member of 
Spokane Chapter, MOAA? Does your 
spouse think you need something 
worthwhile to do? Try this:  Become a 

Board Member and join our lively board meetings at 0900 on 
the first Saturday of each month  at the Valley Hospital.   
 
Our bylaws require us to have 5 directors and weôre allowed to 
have 6. At the moment, we have 4. This opportunity to serve 
your chapter doesnôt happen every day of the week. If youôre 
interested, contact chapter President Ralph Shrigley at: 

 rshrigley@earthlink.net. or (208) 623-2671 . 



Now Hear This! 

          Page 3 

NOW HEAR THIS! Is published 6 times per year by the Spokane Chapter, Military Officers Association of America, P O 
Box 466, Veradale WA 99037.  Editor:  Marilyn Hunt  cinc@verizon.net, 208-773-1074.  Advertising limited to members/
spouses only.  No subject matter that would preclude non-profit mailing. 

WHAT ABOUT IDAHO?  

By Ralph Shrigley  

 

 We in the Spokane Chapter of MOAA  are 
fortunate to have the Washington State 

Council of Chapters (WSCOC) to support and advance state pro-
grams and legislation for current and former service members.  
While more remains to be done, we can look with pride on sev-
eral legislative successes in recent years.  But what about Idaho? 
 
I estimate that the new Chapter Membership Roster due out in 
April will show that 20-25% of our members (including me) reside 
in Idaho.  It is appropriate, I believe, for us to be aware and sup-
portive of Idaho State governmental programs relating to service 
members. 
 
There is no MOAA Council of Chapters in Idaho and, for reasons 
of demography and geography, not having one may be the appro-
priate structure.  The state of Idaho hosts a veteran population 
one-seventh that of Washington spread unevenly over a north-
south axis of more than 500 miles with only one state highway 
connecting north and south.  Other organizations such as the 
DAV, American Legion and VFW do have statewide organiza-
tional structures. 
 
The ñnormalò path for veteran-related legislation in Idaho is for the 
concept or issue to first be recommended by the state veterans 
organizations, normally through a resolution passed at a state-
wide convention.  Working with the Idaho  Division of Veterans 
Services (IDVS), the concept will be prepared for insertion into 
the Governorôs Agenda.  The Governor will give the concept a 
simple up or down decision.  If it is not supported, that is the end 
of the line for an administration-introduced bill.  One can easily 
imagine that in a state where one party controls both the Gover-
norôs Office and a strong majority, a bill not supported by the Gov-
ernor is unlikely to be successful.  On the other hand, if the Gov-
ernor decides to support the concept, it will then be referred to 
Legislative Services where the actual bill will be written for con-
sideration by the Legislature. 
 
Idaho is not a state that has seen a lot of legislation to support 
service member issues.  In fact, the last such bill passed was 
about two years ago.  That bill was to make it possible for serving 
members of the Idaho National Guard, who reside in neighboring 
states, to pay tuition at the Idaho residentôs rate when attending 
an Idaho educational institution. 
 

There are four MOAA chapters in Idaho.  I have asked each of 
them to let me know what, if any, legislative program they have 
and to share any advice and insights they may have on this issue.  
If there are any members of the Spokane Chapter who would be 
interested in working with me on Idaho State legislative issues, 
please call me at (208) 623-2671.     
 

Mail -Order Pharmacy and You  

By Phyllis Schecter  

MOAA Auxiliary Member Advisory Committee  

 

A great benefit for military personnel and their families 
is The Mail Order Pharmacy (TMOP). It is a big cost 
saver for TRICARE, which helps keeps medical costs 
down. Here are four major reasons to use TMOP 
t h r o u g h  E x p r e s s  S c r i p t s . 
 

Cost: Currently, medications that cost $3 for a 30-day supply at a 
local pharmacy can be ordered by mail. You can get a 90-day 
supply for the same $3 price through TMOP. Second-tier medica-
tions are $9 for a 90-day supply through TMOP, and non-
preferred drugs are $22 for a 90-day supply. The magic number 
to remember is 90 days with TMOP versus 30 days at a local 
pharmacy. Express Scripts will notify you by computer or phone 
of your prescriptionôs shipping date and will ship to a temporary 
address if you are traveling. There are no shipping charges.  
 
Convenience: You might fill your prescriptions at a military treat-
ment facility (MTF) pharmacy for free. If the facility is close to 
your home, this might be a good choice. But many of you must 
travel a good distance to reach an MTF. Calculating gas and car 
expenses as well as a driverôs time and energy might make free 
medica t ions  more  cos t l y  than wi th  TMOP.  
 
Enrollment: Itôs easy to enroll. Call (877) 363-1303 or visit 
www.expressscripts.com/tricare. You must send them written 
prescription(s) from your doctor(s) to begin enrollment.  
 
Renewals: With TMOP, you can set up an automatic renewal 
process for a year with all medications, except those labeled as 
controlled substances, renewable in 90 day increments. When an 
annual renewal is needed, TMOP can contact your doctor and will 
accept his or her fax. You also may mail a renewal prescription to 
TMOP. MTFs do not accept faxes; you must hand carry the paper 
script to them. TMOP gives you peace of mind that you will con-
t inue to receive your medications on t ime.  
 
Note: I love the automatic renewal and the medicine comes right 

to my mailbox.  Beth Ann Daigre, Auxiliary Liaison 
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Board Member Rufus Hoefer, LTC, U.S. Army (Ret.)  

 

Ralph was commissioned in the Medical Service Corps of the U.S. 
Army in 1962 through the ROTC Program at the University of Wyo-
ming, where he and his wife Sheila received their B.S. degrees.  
Following initial training at Ft. Sam Houston, TX, he was assigned to 
the 3d Infantry Division in Aschaffenburg, Germany.  He served as a 
platoon leader, Company Commander and the Medical Battalion 
Asst. S-3.  In 1967 he was assigned as the Registrar of the 2d Sur-

gical Hospital, I Corps, Republic of Viet Nam, returning in the fall of 1968.  Following 
completion of his Masters Degree in Health Care Administration from Baylor University 
in 1972, he served in various hospital positions culminating in his Executive Officer 
assignment at the US Army Hospital, West Berlin.  While in Berlin, he graduated from 
the US Army Command and General Staff College.  Following his retirement at Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center in 1984, LTC Hoefer worked in a number of hospital or-
ganizations serving as Chief Operating Officer and Chief Executive Officer.  He retired 
from Hospital Corporation of America while living in Williamsburg, VA.  He and his 
family returned to San Antonio, TX, where he worked for a number of years for Univer-
sity Health System. Rufus and Sheila then relocated from San Antonio to Spokane in 
2007 to be closer to some of their family. They have two sons and a daughter and ten 
wonderful grandchildren. Their oldest son, Dr. Scott Hoefer, M.D., resides in Spokane.  
 

 Auxiliary Liaison & Web Page Coordinator Beth Ann Daigre  

 

 Beth Ann Daigre has primarily been an accountant, but 

sheôs also juggled several other occupations along the 

road of life.  During high school, she babysat her four sib-

lings and moved with her family from Salt Lake City to 

Phoenix, where they purchased an Arctic Circle and she 

worked the night shift. After that, she worked for Wool-

worth's, a swimming pool company, a Top 40 radio station and a funeral home, then 

became a stewardess, and finally an Air Force wife who used her bookkeeping skills 

to put her husband through college and graduate school. This was followed by a stint 

as an office manager and accountant for a general contractor.  After next becoming a 

stay-at-home wife and mother, divorce took her back into the work force as an ac-

countant until she moved to Maui and bought a partnership in a toy store and a floor 

coverings store.  She then moved to Utah and did accounting for a Kentucky Fried 

Chicken franchisee, then headhunted and moved to San Diego as an accountant for a 

cancer care unit in a local hospital. There she met a nice neighbor, LCDR Lance Dai-

gre, USN, Ret. (now deceased). They married four years later and moved to Spokane 

in 1991.  When she agreed to be our first Auxiliary Liaison in 2006, she was serving as 

a Spokane County CASA volunteer. In February 2007, she and her son Travis estab-

lished our chapter website, which has taken First Prize in the MOAA Communications 

contest since its inception. After a stint as our newsletter editor, she was elected to 

MOAA's seven-member Auxiliary Member Advisory Committee. She has always vol-

unteered, and has always loved her country and the military and what we stand for!   

 
Legislative Contacts 
 

Washington 
 
Senator Patty Murray 
United States Senate 
10 North Post St, Suite 600 
Spokane WA 99201 
509-624-9515    
Fax (509) 624-9561 
 
Senator Maria Cantwell 
United States Senate 
920 W. Riverside,  
Suite 697 
Spokane WA 99201  
509-353-2507    
Fax (509) 353-2547 
 
Representative Cathy  
McMorris Rodgers 
United States House of  
Representatives 
10 N. Post St, 6th floor 
Spokane WA 99201 
509-353-2374   
Fax 509-352-2412 
 

Idaho 
 
Senator Mike Crapo 
United States Senate 
610 W. Hubbard 
Suite 213 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
208-664-5490   
Fax (208) 664-0889 
 
Senator Jim Risch 
United States Senate 
610 W. Hubbard, Suite 121 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
208-667-6130   
Fax (208) 765-1743 
 
Representative Walt 
Minnick, United States 
House of Representatives 
1900 Northwest Blvd.  
Suite 106 
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814 
208-667-0127   
Fax (208) 667-0310 
 
 



Spokane Chapter, MOAA     Sunday 25 April 2010 at Mukogawa Fort Wright 

P.O. Box 466                                      Institute Commons Building 

Veradale WA 99037                                                                                      12:30 Social, Meeting 1:15, 1:30 buffet begins 

 

Please mail this reservation so we receive it by Friday, 16 April; no late reservations or walk-ins. 

Menu: roasted sliced ham, southern fried chicken, mashed potatoes, baked sweet potatoes, green beans almandine, 
green salad, cranberry jello, fruit medley, rolls & butter, and cheese cake with assorted fruit toppings for dessert. 
 

Enclosed is my check payable to ñSpokane Chapter MOAA.ò Please reserve ____ places for the Sunday, 25 April 
2010 luncheon meeting at Mukogawa Fort Wright. The cost is $16.00 per person.  My check in the amount of 
$________ is enclosed ($16 x ____) and the envelope is addressed to the chapter mailbox above. 
 

Name: __________________________ member/guest    Name: _______________________ member/guest 

                                                                  (circle one)          (circle one) 

Name: __________________________ member/guest    Name: _______________________ member/guest 

(If more guests, please write in)        

 

[  ] Please write in your phone number if you can provide a ride to the luncheon   ________________________ 

 

[  ] Future Program suggestions (food, location, speakers, etc) ________________________________________ 

 

Now Hear This! 
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Cut here^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Cut here^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^Cut here^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ Cut here 
 

Directions to MOAA Social at Mukogawa Ft. Wright Institute, Sunday, 25 April 2010: 4000 West Randolph Road, Spo-
kane. Directions: From I-90, Maple Street exit, turn left on 4th Avenue, and left on Sunset Blvd. Stay in the right hand lane. 
After the bridge, turn right onto Government Way, and right onto Fort George Wright Drive, go .1 mile, turn left onto Randolph 
Road, continue to the roundabout at the end. Questions? Call Bob Imle (509) 701-3342. 
Please bring the following: 

1. 6 return address labels and 3 postage stamps PER PERSON for legislative letters 

2. Something for Support the Troops (or, help with postage fees please) 

3. Something for the raffle if you would like to donate an item thatõs new or very gently used.  

 
Membership Chair/Committee EMAIL REQUEST, CHANGE OF ADDRESS or PHONE, or  
Spokane Chapter, MOAA TEMPORARILY AWAY: 
P.O. Box 466 Clip and complete this form and send it to the 
Veradale WA 99037                                address on the left so we can update our database.  Thank you. 
NOTE:  We do not send junk email or spam. Also, we do not give away, sell or trade your email address.  
 
Member name: ________________________________________________________________________ 
                                               (Please print clearly) 
[  ]   I would like to be added to the chapter email list. I specifically request to (check all that apply):  
 [  ]  Receive the chapter newsletter by email instead of U.S. Mail.   
 [  ]  Receive important information in a timely manner. 
 
[  ]   My email address is ________________________________________________________________ 
                                                                      (Please print clearly) 
[  ]   My mailing address, email address, and/or phone number has changed to: 
________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 [  ]   I will be temporarily away starting ___________ and returning _____________.  I  do / do not (circle one) 

       wish to receive the newsletter while I’m away.  If “do” please send it to: 
      ________________________________________________________________________________________ 

        Signed: ______________________________ 



Spokane Chapter  

Military Officers Association of America 

P.O. BOX 466 

Veradale WA 99037 

 

WEõRE ON  THE  WEB! 
WWW.SPOKANEMOAA.ORG 

Non-Profit Org. 
U.S. Postage Paid 
Permit No. 1221 
Spokane WA  

Chapter Speakers Bureau: If youôre willing to speak about your military experience,  call Chuck Latimer (509) 326-2978. 

Casualty Assistance Officer:   Bernie Fritz is the casu-

alty assistance officer for Fairchild AFB and the sur-

rounding area.  His office is now in Bldg. 240 at 7 W. 

Arnold St..  He can be reached at 509 -247 -4488.  If 

you leave a message, he will call you back.  

FAFB Retiree Activities Office  

 Bldg. 240, 7 W. Arnold St.,509 -247 -4029  

The Retired Affairs Office needs volunteers. Serving at the 

RAO is a perfect excuse to travel out to the base and visit 

the exchange/commissary at the same time. Call them!  

Give Me Ten Bargain: 2 Years MOAA Membership for $28 (Normally $62)  

 

Lapsed or new MOAA members can join MOAA national for two years for $28 (normal price $62). 

 These paying members can then get a $10 discount on chapter membership. Their discounted chapter 

 membership price is $5 for  one year or $30 for three. (Normal price is $15/one year or $40/three years). 

Active duty, Guard and Reserve can  have a free year of MOAA national membership. 

 These free members can also join the chapter at the discounted price: $5/one year or $30 for three. 

Current chapter members can convert their annual MOAA national membership to Life and receive a 10% dis-

count either by calling the MOAA Membership Service Center and saying theyôre a member of the Spokane Chap-

ter, or by filling out the 2010 GMT Life Membership Form. MOAA will also credit you with the unused portion of 

your annual dues, and the chapter will give you a $20 rebate  if you convert to Life under the GMT program. 

Contact Marilyn Hunt at (208) 773-1074 or cinc@verizon.net to get GMT forms or to have her fill them out for you. 

Your participation in Give Me Ten benefits the chapter because we will receive $20 for each paid GMT membership 

and $10 for each free one, and $20 for those who convert to Life, plus a $100 bonus for every 10 paid memberships. 


