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5 Star Chapter President’s Message
By Dave Melges

Did you know that members of Congress are taking a serious look
at abolishing Tricare and Tricare Prime? The future of these pro-
grams is a hot topic on Capitol Hill after a blue-ribbon panel re-
leased a series of recommendations for changing the way the
military compensates service members.

One of the recommendations is to replace Tricare with a new system that allows members
of the military to choose a private insurance plan, with the cost of premiums shouldered by
the government. This would increase the annual cost for retirees under 65 years of
age. Tricare Prime currently costs a family about $565 a year, but estimates see this jump-
ing to over $150 per month or $1800 per year. Couple this with reduced pensions that were
passed by Congress this year and the result will be a reduction in the number of quality
recruits for the armed forces. This, in turn, will erode the current career force.

| URGE you to write, e-mail or call your representative and senator to
address this breach of promise because it would be penny wise and
pound foolish. As the threats increase from China and Russia, we need
a strong military to counter and prevent further aggression. You can
contact your Congressmen on the MOAA national web site,
www.moaa.org, on all legislation affecting military and retirees. | hope
you will make your voice be heard.

Our Surviving Spouse Liaison, Beth Ann Daigre, has resigned from the Board, with an ef-
fective date of 20 February 2016. She volunteered to fill the position in 2006 and has
served ever since. 2006 was the first year that MOAA national asked chapters to appoint
what was then known as Auxiliary members to our board. We truly appreciate all that Beth
Ann has done for our chapter and look forward to seeing her at future events.

Bring Something to 2016 Widows & Wives
the 13 MAR Social for Club
Spokane Meeting Dates
Homeless Veterans
5Jan Thai Bamboo
: 2 Feb Twigs Bistro & Martini Bar
2016 Chapter Social Dates 1 Mar Beverly's—CDA Resort
, 5 Apr Anthony’s Restaurant
13 Mar  Northern Quest Casino 3 May Sargents Restaurant & Lounge
24 Apr  Anthony’s 7 Jun Dalia MAX Mirabeau Hotel
12 Jun TBD 5Jul  Ripples on the River—Red Lion
18 Sep Darcy’s Spokane VaIIey 2 Aug Dockside, Coeur d’Alene Resort
" 6 Sep Corbin Park picnic
23 Oct  Coeur d'Alene Resort 4 Oct La Peep Restaurant, CDA
4 Dec Center Place, Spokane Valley | 1 Noy Brambleberry Cottage & Tea Shop

6 Dec Peacock Room, Davenport Hotel
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Welcome New Members
CDR Carl Benscheidt, USNR (Ret.), and wife
CDR Lisa Benscheidt, USNR (Ret.),
Coeur d’Alene
COL Mathias Velasco, U.S. Army (Ret.) and
wife Michele, Spokane
CWO3 William Nesbitt, USN (Ret.) and wife
\{‘ Julie, Spokane
/é Taps
Dorothy Carson, Surviving Spouse (1/14/16)
CDR Robert Schoeckert, USN (Ret.) (2/3/16)
COL Herman Kirkpatrick, USAF (Ret.) (2/4/16)

Spokane Chapter, MOAA
2014 Newsletter

Second Runner Up!

SPOKANE CHAPTER
IS NOW ON FACEBOOK!

LIKE US AT
WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/SPOKANE MOAA

SIGN UP TODAY!

Our Hat Is Off To:
Member Chapter 2016 MOAA 2016
Recruiters
Marilyn Hunt 2 2
William Nesbitt (self) 1
Mathias Velasco (self) 1
TOTALS 4 2

Widows & Wives Club Upcoming Events

=

Change to Homeless Veterans

The Board has decided the Support the Troops pro-

gram is due a revision. This decision is based on the

increased support provided by DoD, which includes
air conditioning, microwaves, frequent and adequate provisions
and supplies, and the increased difficulties of finding units in
need. Instead, we will continue to solicit items as before, but they
will be used to support homeless veterans.

CHAPTER SCOREBOARD 2016 [
.‘ I

JROTC Scholarship Funds 2/16/16: $2022 -
JROTC Support Funds 2/16/16: $218
Legislative Letters, Postcards, Emails as of 2/16/16: 237
2016 Raffle Donations: MAR: Shriners Hospital; APR:
MOAA Scholarship; JUN: Union Gospel; SEP: $150 Wid-
ows & Wives Wreaths Across America; OCT: $235 Spo-
kane Veterans Home; DEC: COL Spady Koyama JROTC
Scholarships. Total to date:
Widows & Wives . Second Harvest food bank $38.00,
Homeless Vets $243.44 & 486 items, Spokane Veterans
Home 176 items

DATE |LOCATION CALL

1 MAR |Beverly’s Pat Connell
Coeur d’Alene Resort (208) 772-2559
112 S. Second St.
Coeur d’Alene ID
(800) 688-5253

5 APR | Anthony’s Restaurant Barbara Thornbrugh
510 N. Lincoln St. (509) 466-2108
Spokane WA
(509) 328-9009

3 MAY | Sargents Restaurant Maxine Mahoney
& Lounge (208) 762-3380
9021 N. Government Way
Hayden ID
(208) 772-4114

7 JUN |Dalia (Board Room) MAX in | Beth Ann Daigre
Mirabeau Hotel (509) 921-9581
11 N. Sullivan Road
Spokane
(509) 922-6252

5JUL |Ripples on the River — Red | Pat Tolley
Lion Hotel (509) 953-6768
700 N. Division St.
Spokane
(509) 326-5577
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We are a 5 Star Chapter proudly serving northeast Washington and north Idaho for 41 years!
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Robert Bartlett, Army Vietham War Veteran 6 Guest Speaker
5550 Triple Nicklesd WWI I Parachut e
Northern Quest Casino - 13 March 2016

Bob Bartlett, an Army Vietnam War veteran, is the proud second son of Frances Bartlett and the late Walter Bart-
lett, Sr. (Army Air Corps, WWII veteran). Bob will speak about the 555t “Triple Nickles” parachute squadron.

He is currently a faculty member in the Department of Sociology and Justice Studies at Eastern Washington Uni-
versity, where students voted him one of EWU’s “Most Beloved Faculty” in 2012.

Bob has nearly 30 years of university teaching and presentation experience in Eastern Washington. He holds two degrees from Colo-
rado Mesa University; a Master's degree in Sociology from Washington State University, and a Ph.D. in Leadership Studies from
Gonzaga University. In 2003 he traveled to South Africa where he served as guest lecturer at the University of Pretoria.

History of DIC
By Marilyn Hunt

In 1942 Harry Hubbard, the skipper of the destroyer Meredith was killed in action. His widow, Erma Hubbard, who was left with a 15
year-old daughter received $50 a month as a pension. The widow of the Reserve Officer who was killed in action at the same time
received over $400 a month. Erma was forced to grow her own vegetables and chop wood from pruned branches from Fort Meade
for survival. But she was determined not to take away from the Reserve Officer's widow but to equalize the status of the widow of a
regular officer. To this end she wrote over 10,000 letters, testified many times before congress, walked the halls at Congress, formed
an organization called the Military Survivors Inc—and finally in 1958 some 16 years later succeeded in having a bill passed that
brought the D.I.C. (Dependent’s Indemnity Compensation Act) into bein9g. When the bill passed over 90,000 widows received com-
pensation for the first time. (Source: http://www.dd748.org/erma -hubbard.html)

Background: Some years after DIC was authorized, Congress voted to offset DIC with SBP. The two moneys are totally unrelated.
Military retirees who elect to enroll in SBP have premiums deducted from their monthly retired pay to provide a certain perce ntage
of their retired pay to their surviving spouse if they die Otherwise, military retired pay stops on a retiree’s day of the death. SBP
also is authorized for survivors of service members who die on active duty. On the other hand, the VA awards DIC to a surviving
spouse if the deceased meets certain criteria established by the VA. If the survivor receives DIC, the SBP annuity is reduced dollar
for dollar up to the DIC amount — an unfair penalty commonly known as the SBP/DIC offset.

MOAA has lobbied Congress since at least 2003 to repeal the SBP/DIC offset. Perhaps we should be inspired by the persistence of
Erma Hubbard and the words of President Calvin Coolidge to not give up. Here’s what he said:

‘ Press On!
Nothing in the world can take the place of perseverance.
Talent will not. Nothing is more common than unsuccessful men with talent.
Genius will not. Unrewarded genius is almost a proverb.
Education will not. The world is full of educated derelicts.
Persistence and determination along are omnipotent.
Press on!

NOW HEAR THIS! Is published at least 6 times per year by the Spokane Chapter, Military Officers Association of Amer-
ica, P O Box 466, Veradale WA 99037. Editor: Marilyn Hunt cinc@frontier.com 208-773-1074. Advertising limited to
members/spouses only. No subject matter that would preclude non-profit mailing.
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Required Health Care Coverage Documentation
by John Donnelly

IRS Form 1095-B and 1095-C
From Columbia River Chapter January 2016 newsletter.
Editords Not e: Most of o

members have probably already received their 1095-B
or 1095-C. This article is provided for your information
i event that youo6d I|ike more

Under the Affordable Care Act (ACA), all Americans including all military members
(active duty, retired, Selected Reserve, or Retired Reserve) and their eligible fam-
ily members must have health care coverage that meets a minimum standard
called minimum essential coverage or pay a fee.

Your TRICARE coverage meets the minimum essential coverage requirement
under the ACA. "The term "active duty" means full-time duty in the active service of
a uniformed service for more than 30 consecutive days.” Beginning in January
2016, DFAS will be providing IRS Form 1095-C to all U.S. military members, and
IRS Form 1095-B to all Retirees, Annuitants, former spouses and all other indi-
viduals having TRICARE coverage during all or any portion of tax year 2015.

An IRS Form 1095 documents you (and your family members, if applicable) have
the minimum essential coverage. More information will be forthcoming about the
delivery method of these forms. These forms will document the information that
DFAS will provide to the IRS on yourself and your authorized family members. The
forms will be required to be reported with your 2015 federal tax return. DFAS will
provide you with IRS Form 1095 series forms no later than Jan. 31, 2016.

You can find more information about the impact of the Affordable Care Act on your
federal income tax at: http://www.irs.gov/Affordable-Care-Act, or http:/
www.dfas.mil/taxes/aca.html.

You can act now to make sure your
forms remain secure once they are
available using myPay. Just look for the
link to "Turn On/Off Hard Copy of IRS
Form 1095" in your account and select
Electronic Delivery Only. Your informa-
tion will remain safe until you need it.

U.S. Air Force Legal Assistance
Fairchild AFB Wing Headquarters
(509) 247-2838
Legal Assistance Tuesday and Thursday 0830-0930
Notary and Power of Attorney hours Mondayii Friday 0830-1600
Call to find out if they can help your legal needs

Legislative Contacts

President Barack Obama
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Ave.
Washington DC 20500

r retired
Washington

Senator Patty Murray
dJnited [States genate o n
10 North Post St, Suite 600
Spokane WA 99201
509-624-9515

Fax 509-624-9561

a

Senator Maria Cantwell
United States Senate
920 W. Riverside,

Suite 697

Spokane WA 99201
509-353-2507

Fax 509-353-2547

Representative Cathy
McMorris Rodgers
United States House of
Representatives

10 N. Post St, 6th floor
Spokane WA 99201
509-353-2374

Fax 509-352-2412

Idaho

Senator Mike Crapo
United States Senate
610 W. Hubbard

Suite 209

Coeur d’Alene ID 83814
208-664-5490

Fax 208-664-0889

Senator Jim Risch

United States Senate

610 W. Hubbard, Suite 213
Coeur d’Alene ID 83814
208-667-6130

Fax 208-765-1743

Representative Raul
Labrador, United States
House of Representatives
1250 lronwood Dr.

Suite 241

Coeur d’Alene ID 83814
208-667-0127

Fax 208-667-0310

nd

of
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I Spokane Chapter, MOAA Sunday, 13 MAR 2016 Northern Quest Casino Kalispel Room
P.O. Box 466 100 N. Hayford Rd., Airway Heights. Phone 481-6000

| Veradale WA 99037 12:30 Social, 1:15 Served meal begins. Speaker 2:00 p.m.

I

Speaker: Robert Bartlett, Army Vietnam War Veteran: 555" A Tr i pl e Ni ckl esd WWI

Mail reservation so we receive it by Saturday, 05 March. No late reservations or walk-ins, as meal preference must be ordered.
If you need to cancel a reservation, contact Barbara Thornbrugh, (509)-2668 NLT Saturday 05 March for a refund.

MENU CHOICES: Chicken Parmesan (breaded chicken breast w/marinara sauce & mozzarella) OR Oven roasted pork loin |
with carmelized Washington apple compote. BOTH meals come with wild rice pilaf, fresh seasonal vegetables, traditional Cae- I
sar salad, Vanilla Bean Ricotta cheesecake with fresh berries, fresh baked rolls, butter, regular or decaf coffee, tea or soft |
I drinks. Cash bar available in the room.

| Please reserve __ places for the Sunday 13 March 2016 luncheon at Northern Quest Casino. Cost is $29.00 per person

' (includes 20% gratuity & room charge). My check in the amount of $ is enclosed ($29 X ___ no. of reservations).

| Make checkto“S p o k a n e  C h anp nhaittorchaphdr@éailbaxabove.

I Name: member/guest CHICKEN or PORK LOIN (please circle)

Name: member/guest CHICKEN or PORK LOIN (please circle)

e e ——

Directions: SUNDAY 13 March 2016 0 12:30 p.m. Northern Quest Casino, 100 N. Hayford Rd., Airway Heights. Exit
277 (FAFB/Airport), 4 miles, right at 1st traffic light onto Hayford Rd., 2 miles to Northern Quest on left. To valet park:, turn
left at first stoplight before casino to go around hotel. For nearest regular parking: continue further down to Spa parking lot
(has handicap spaces). Take elevator or stairs to 2nd floor, thru doors to hallway to Kalispel Room. For High Rise parking:
stay in the right lane on Hayford Rd., take second left past the casino into the entrance, park on the 3rd floor, go down to
the 2nd floor, through doors, down long hallway to Kalispel Room. Questions? Call Rufus Hoefer (509) 443-6822. .
We will sign legislative letters and have a raffle in support of the Shriners Hospital. Please bring:

1 3 stamps and 6 address labels per person

1 Something for the raffle which will benefit the Shriners Hospital.

1 Something for Spokane Homeless Veterans. Cash donations welcome. Make checks to Spokane Chapter MOAA.

e o ———————— —— — ]

| Membership Chair/Committee EMAIL REQUEST, CHANGE OF ADDRESS or PHONE, or
! Spokane Chapter, MOAA TEMPORARILY AWAY:
P 0. Box 466 Clip and complete this form and send it to the
|Veradale WA 99037 address on the left so we can update our database. Thank you.
: NOTE: We do not send junk email or spam. Also, we do not give away, sell or trade your email address.

: Member name:

' (Please print clearly)

| [ ] 1'would like to be added to the chapter email list. | specifically request to (check all that apply)
I [ 1 Receive the chapter newsletter by email o

I [ 1 Receive important information in a timely manner.
1

:[ 1 My email address is
! (Please print clearly)
: [ 1 My mailing address, email address, and/or phone nhumber has changed to:

|
1 [ 1 Iwill be temporarily away starting and returning . | do/ do not (circle one)

wish to receive the newsletter while I'm away. If “do” please send it to:

We are a 5 Star Chapter proudly serving northeast Washington and north Idaho for 41 years! Page 5/Feb 2016



WE®RE ON THE WEB!
WWW.SPOKANEMOAA.ORG

Spokane Chapter Non-Profit Org.

Military Officers Association of America U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 1221

P.O. BOX 466 Spokane WA

MOA A Veradale WA 99037

Change Service Requested

Need a Ride to a Chapter Social? Call Anyone Listed Below

WASHINGTON IDAHO
Clif Collier 509-443-6490 ﬁ === ﬁ“' = Ralph Shrigley 208-623-2671
Floyd Geiger 509-328-4483

Ball Caps for Spokane Veterans
Home Residents!

Chapter President Dave Melges took the initia-
tive to ask USS Shiloh (CG 67), USS Hue City
(CG 66) and USS LEYTE GULF (CG 55) to
donate ball caps that he could give to residents
at the Spokane Veterans Home. As a result, he
received twelve caps and presented them to
residents at the home. One of the fellows who received a USS Shiloh cap had a great grandfather who actually fought in
the battle of Shiloh. He was one happy guy!

If any other chapter members would like to procure ball caps to donate to residents at the Spokane Veterans Home,
please do so and notify Widows and Wives club member, Cindy Kelley, (509-468-3898) who will then help you make ar-
rangements to present them. Caps from other services besides Navy would be especially useful at this time.

Casualty Assistance Officer: Karen Van Pelt is the casu- FAFB Retiree Activities Office (RAO)
alty assistance officer for Fairchild AFB and surrounding SGM Jim R. Smith, USA (Ret.), Director
area. Sheds in Bldg. 24-Q47a488.7| |W. Bhig.240, ZIW. Atnold St5Sie 109, 509-247-5359
If you leave a message, she will call you back. Hours: 10007 1400.

They need volunteers to work four hours per month.
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